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Annual Report 2006

The Austrian Society for Neurorehabilitation (OEGNR) has held her board meetings four times during 2006. There have been 3 main issues: First to improve education and training, second to convince national politicians responsible for public health about necessity to turn more attention to implement neurorehabilitation in national public health design and third to hold contact with international societies. 

1.) Education and training was a matter of intensive discussions with the national neurological society. 

a. On the one hand it was out of discussion, that neurorehabilitation needs broader space inside of the basic neurological curriculum. The only controversial point was the irresponsibleness for content and performance. To conclude on recommendation of respective presidents the executive boards of both societies have decided a package of teaching courses in neurorehabilitation as part of the official basic neurological education which is organizationally in charge of the Austrian neurological society but behoves the OEGNR concerning contents upon consultation. The teaching courses will begin in 2007 and impart basic knowledge each neurologist needs in neurorehabilitation within the space of 2 years. Textual the teaching courses will be oriented toward a curriculum the society has had actually devised concerning specialisation in neurorehabilitation (Appendix 1).

b. A tricky subject is the establishment of neurorehabilitation as neurological subspecialty. There have been some obstacles from medical association and the ÖGNR has also put a veto on this attempt. But the OEGNR is convinced of the necessity and will pursue this target on national level also during the ongoing year (Appendix 1)

c. The annual meeting of OEGNR has been organized in Krems/Austria during October 2006 in cooperation with the WFNR. The main subjects have been: neural repair, robotics, neuromodulation, neuropsychology, neuroophthalmology, neurourology and sexology and peripheral nervous system. Additionally 6 workshops have been offered: diagnostics in neurorehabilitation, botulinumtoxin, coma, osteoporosis and falls, secondary prophylaxis, techniques of neurostimulation. It was a great pleasure and honor that such excellent specialists like Michael Barnes, Ivan Bodis-Wolner, Staphanie Clarke, Franz Gerstenbrand, Stefan Hesse, Matilde Leonardi, William Rymer and Michael Selzer have accepted our invitation for lectures. Undoupted it was also and in particular their excellent contribution that has made the meeting successfully.   

2.) To convince national politicians of neurorehabilitation mattering, the OEGNR has initiated a “Neurorehabilitation Platform”. This platform incorporates representatives of social insurance, pension insurance fund, the professional associations of physiotherapists, speech and language therapists, occupational therapists, neuropsychologists and OEGNR. The platform joins in irregular intervals according to demand.

3.) Aside from contacts beyond the WFNR the OEGNR holds not only contact with international organizations like the Danube group which covers apart of Germany, Austria, Italy the complete east-European area in particular Russia and their meantime independent countries. 

a. The president of OEGNR is part of the executive committee of the Danube group and has been invited to participate the board meeting during the last EFNS congress in Glasgow/September 2006. On that occasion cooperation was determined regarding education and continuous training in neurorehabilitation. Now the OEGNR will get stuck into this project in particular regarding teaching courses in the east European countries.

b. At the beginning of December 2006 the first briefing between the representatives of OEGNR and DGNR regarding “three country meeting” 2008 was held in Vienna.
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Appendix 1

Application for Approval 
)

of Specialization in Neurorehabilitation, a branch of the specialist field neurology and mandate of a particular enclosure to specialization bylaw regarding specialization in neurorehabilitation.

I.) Applicant

Austrian Society of Neurorehabilitation (Österreichische Gesellschaft für Neurorehabilitation, OEGNR)

II.) Statement of reasons

In many neurological diseases because of their chronic course complete recovery is seldom to achieve. In addition  population life expectancy increases. The  thereby increasing expenditure for neurorehabilitative measures demand optimal use of available financial means or rather effectiveness of subject specific neurorehabilitative treatment plans. This implies in a certain sense quality of process and outcome aiming improvement of single persons life quality in order to avoid nursing.

III.) Goal of Specialization in Neurorehabilitation
1.) well ordered acquisition of detailed knowledge, experience and skills in early rehabilitation (“Akutnachbehandlung”) and further rehabilitative care (in-patient, partly in-patient, out-patient) of all neurological diseases after final certificate of professional training in relevant neurorehabilitative employment lasting several years. The fully named in the certificate of Specialization in Neurorehabilitation occur in the frame of several years lasting relevant employment in specialization of neurorehabilitation. Goal of Specialization in Neurorehabilitation is securing of quality in medical exercise of neurology.

2.) Professional Specialization in Neurorehabilitation occurs according to legal framework (“Spezialisierungsordnung”) of the Austrian medical association.

3.) The final certificate in Specialization in Neurorehabilitation confirms detailed and particular knowledge, experience and skills, which entitles to announcement of neurorehabilitative practice additional to job title of specialist in neurology.

IV.) Common criteria for Specialization in Neurorehabilitation
1.) Specialization in Neurorehabilitation will be adjudicated only after given credential for working as independent specialist in neurology or specialist in neurology and psychiatry. 

2.) On the job training in Specialization in Neurorehabilitation lasts 2 years additional to training in neurology. Interruption because of illness, pregnancy or vacation are taken into account to maximal sixth part of the charged training period in Specialization in Neurorehabilitation.
3.) Activities performed during residency in neurology, which are also part of education in Specialization in Neurorehabilitation can be homologated, thus abridging the scheduled education time but only up to 1 ½ years. 
4.) Specialization in Neurorehabilitation must be thorough and comprehensive. It contains in particular absorption of knowledge, experience and skills regarding prevention, identification and treatment of diseases, disability and ailment, including interrelation of human being and environment, assessment, rehabilitation acts and quality assurance. Specialization in Neurorehabilitation serves exclusively for consolidation of knowledge, experience and skills acquired during education for specialist in neurology or neurology and psychiatry.
V. Contents

of Specialization in Neurorehabilitation relates to knowledge and skills, unless knowledge is explicit cited. Practical as well as theoretical education must be provided.

1.) Knowledge

a. Neuroanatomical, neuropathological and neuropathophysiological basics of neuronal degeneration and regeneration.

b. Integrative and coordinative functions of higher neuronal centres.

c. Neurologically relevant main symptoms of cognitive disturbances. 

d. Behavioural neurology

e. Starting points of neurorehabilitative act.

f. Predictors and target-setting (socioeconomic, biomedical, psychosocial, health economical indicators)

g. Interleaving of medical and occupational rehabilitation.

h. Ethics

2.) Knowledge and skills in accordance to “Phasenmodell der neurologischen Erkrankungen”

a. In specific neurorehabilitative diagnostics and assessment procedures (generic and specific) and their effect on management and treatment, in particular selection, carrying out and interpretation of neuropsychologic and neurophysiologic measures. Furthermore selection of neuro-imagery techniques and interpretation of results relating to neurorehabilitative significance.

b. Diagnosis as well as curative and supportive treatment of concomitant diseases and complications in the course of neurorehabilitative process.

c. In particular neurorehabilitative documentation and catamnesis (classification of diseases, therapeutic services)

d. Neurorehabilitative interventions

e. Reha-technique in neurorehabilitation (functional support, functional substitute)

f. Quality assurance

VI. Certificate of  Spezialization in Neurorehabilitation:

1.) The document certifies the acquisition of all necessary knowledge, experience and skills in neurorehabilitation as described above. 

2.) The records concerning successful completion of Specialization in Neurorehabilitation must be presented the Austrian medical association within 7 years after completion.  Authentication has be given, if the applicant proves fulfilling training rules valid at time of completion.

VII. Access authorization:

Specialist physician for neurology or neurology and psychiatry

VIII. Prerequisits for authorization of training centres und complementary courses to achieve  Specialization in Neurorehabilitation

1.) Training centres for Specialization in Neurorehabilitation
a. Training centres and number of fellowships per department will be approved by president of Austrian medical association according to following criteria and consultation of specialization manager.

b. Criteria for authorization are:

i.  Authorization as the law stands respecting hospital undertakings

ii. Hospital engineering for direct and indirect examination and treatment of ambulatory or bedridden patients and for primary and secondary preventive health care and prevention of diseases.

iii. Head of department must be a specialist physician for neurology with official authorization in terms of certificate of Specialization in Neurorehabilitation.

iv. Complete specialist knowledge, personal and technical equipment according to neurorehabilitative demands as well as necessary teaching material must be available.

v. Teaching of full scope and content of  neurorehabilitation must be possible.

vi. Besides of head of department at least one further specialist physician for neurology with certificate of Specialization in Neurorehabilitation is indispensable responsible for teaching.

c. Homologation of training period can be restricted if the department is not able to cover, teach and train the full scope and content of neurorehabilitation described in chapters above.

2.) Complementary courses:

Completing the activity at training centre as far as maximal 160 hours of  defined complementary courses have to be proven. 

IX: Responsibility  of Austrian Society for Neurorehabilitation:

1.) advisory activity for Austrian medical association concerning

a. provision of neurorehabilitative services and ability to teach and train the full scope and content of neurorehabilitation.

b. Availability of adequate kind and amount of patients and all necessary teaching material.

c. Restricted homologation of training period, if the department is not able to cover, teach and train the full scope and content of neurorehabilitation described in chapters above.

2.) Support of Austrian medical association in inspections of training centres for specific reasons or on a random basis or at regular intervals. 

3.) Advice and support of Austrian medical association regarding examination, verification of success and diploma.

X.: Specialization manager

1.) Education committee of Austrian medical association designates a specialization manager and substitute following the suggestion of the applying society and federal specialist section for neurology.

2.) A commission supports the specialization manager. He or she decides about composition following suggestions of  Austrian society for neurorehabilitation. All members of the commission have to be approved for Specialization in Neurorehabilitation.   

3.) The specialization manager and substitute are appointed for 4 years. A return period is possible. The education committee can remove one or both of them, if proposal for modification is submitted or if they have neglected their obligations.

4.) Assignments of specialization manager:

a. Counselling the president of Austrian medical association regarding certificate of competence as trainings centre and number of fellowships.

b. Evaluation of training centres and counselling of the president of Austrian medical association concerning revocation of authorization.

c. Acceptance of complementary courses.

d. Acceptance of foreign training periods.

e. Acceptance of training periods before credential for working as independent specialist in neurology or specialist in neurology and psychiatry. 

f. Verification of applications for lending out the Specialization in Neurorehabilitation according to interim regulations.

g. Counselling regarding to denial of Specialization in Neurorehabilitation.
XI: Interim regulations:

People who have verifiable worked in the field of neurorehabilitation for at least 3 years before inception of this decree can apply for verification of qualification and for certificate of Specialization in Neurorehabilitation. 

XII: Continuing education in foreign countries:

1.) Citizens of EU - member states, who present certificates of qualification in neurorehabilitation  attained in an other EU-member state than Austria can apply for acceptance of Specialization in Neurorehabilitation on the condition of equivalence of foreign training.

2.) Training periods of EU- citizens in other EU- countries can be credited partially or complete.

3.) Specialization manager decides on acceptance of foreign training periods. His or her decision is valid if application was left unopposed within 14 days. The president of Austrian medical association brings to an issue if notice of opposition has been given. To raise an objection the board of the Austrian medical association can be appealed.

XIII: Denial of Specialization in neurorehabilitation:

1.) The acceptance of Specialization in Neurorehabilitation has to be withdrawn if  education and training do not comply with solicited conditions.  The president of Austrian medical association decides about revocation of authorization.  Notice of opposition can be given at the board of Austrian medical association.

2.) The message of revocation determines about additional or repeatable parts of education and / or training. 

Vienna, June 22nd, 2006

H.Binder MD

President of Austrian Society for Neurorehabilitation

�)This is the revised and abridged edition of the original application not submitted but discussed 2004/2005 with the Austrian Medical Association and the Austrian Neurological Society (ÖGN). 
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