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Inaugural Meeting- WFNR SIG:  Clinical Application of Advanced Technologies
10th June 5pm
Minutes

Members Present at Inaugural Meeting
Catherine Adans-Dester, Iris Brunner, Gery Colombo, Amber Devers, Karin Diserens, Volker Hömberg, Arun Jayaraman, John Krakauer, Mindy Levin, Albert Lo, Irin Maier, Andreas Meyer-Heim, Tamsin Reed, Martina Spiess, Hubertus van Hedel, Birgit Warken, Stacey Woods, Daniel Zutter

Confirmed Members of the SIG that were Unable to Attend Inaugural Meeting
Julie Bernhardt, Karen Chua, Verena Klamroth, Christopher Kuah, Wing Kuen, Yongjoo Loh, Nam Jong Paik, Carolynn Patten, Zev Rymer, Markus Wirz

History that lead up to this Inaugural Meeting
At the WCNR in Istanbul, some world leaders in the use of advanced technologies discussed the need of a WFNR SIG to represent their ideas and positions.
During the Abu Dhabi SIG chair meeting, Tamsin Reed presented the idea of this SIG. The group is listed on the SIG list on the WFNR Website: http://wfnr.co.uk/special-interest-groups/ 
Initial email invitations were then sent out to a list of clinicians who may be interested in joining the group and this inaugural meeting was planned.

Scope and purpose of the SIG Clinical Application of Advanced Technologies
After an initial presentation by Tamsin Reed summarizing the discussions that were held in Istanbul (Daniel Zutter, Huub Van Hedel, Ann Marie Hughes) regarding the idea of forming this SIG, an open discussion wass held regarding the scope, goals and purpose of this SIG.
The following points were discussed regarding the scope and purpose, including the differentiation from the already existing SIG on Rehabilitation Robotics:

· [bookmark: _GoBack]This SIG will bring together clinicians interested in the clinical application of advanced technologies and focus on application of the devices in everyday clinical life.
So far, the SIG ON REHABILITATION ROBOTICS (Hermano Igo Krebs, Leopold Saltuari) represents the developing engineers, the IISART represents the industry, but there is no group adequately representing the clinicians using the devices. This is also reflected in the fact that today, the development of advanced technologies is engineer driven and while technology advances very quickly, there is a lack of knowledge about the clinical application. Also, rehabilitation institutions often buy advanced technology for publicity reasons rather than for the therapists to use them. 
This SIG will be the one assembling the required knowledge and gaps in knowledge and communicate their needs to the engineers, so that in the future, development can be user-driven based on the needs of clinicians and their patients. Similarly, this knowledge could help the clinician users to be more involved in the purchase decisions.
· This SIG addresses both practicing clinicians and clinical researchers. Input is valuable from both groups and efforts shall be made to facilitate participation also for the practicing clinicians, who might not necessarily be able to devote a lot of time to this SIG.
· As this SIG is composed of clinicians, it should also be chaired by clinicians.
· This SIG wants to be inclusive and include robotic devices, as well as passive and sensor-based technologies or virtual reality settings. Hence, the term “advanced technologies” is used rather than “robotic devices”.

Goals of the SIG Clinical Application of Advanced Technologies
A short term goal is formulated:
· A survey will be carried out to learn what devices therapists are currently using, how they are using them, and what they want from advanced technologies.

Middle to long term goals are:
· It is suggested that a usability index or technology rating platform could be useful. Experiences with the devices could be shared over this platform.
· This SIG will push to influence programs of conferences to make sure their interests are covered.
· This SIG will provide a platform where clinicians can share experiences regarding the clinical application, specifically the effective and efficient use of advanced technologies in neurological rehabilitation. Hereby, it is important to not only look at the use of advanced technologies in isolation, but also how they are integrated with other therapies.
· This SIG will develop clinical guidelines for the use of advanced technologies that are based on motor learning principles and clinical evidence where available, and on motor learning principles only where no clinical evidence is yet available.
· This SIG will promote the use of an agreed battery of valid, sensitive outcome measures to facilitate multicentre trials.
· This SIG will provide a platform where researchers can partner with clinicians to participate in clinical trials investigating topics such as clinical application, effectiveness and cost efficiency of using advanced technologies in neurological rehabilitation.
· Pre-clinical trials as preparation for successive clinical trials will be initiated and supported by this SIG. Hereby again, it is important to not only focus on advanced technologies in isolation, but also on how they are integrated into the rehabilitation program.

Action Points
Tamsin will initiate a survey. The WFNR agreed to assist by providing addresses of their members to facilitate this. Other sources of addresses are costly, but can be considered if funds are available.

Organization/Structure of the SIG Clinical Application of Advanced Technologies
All members present are in agreement that this SIG is needed and should be founded. Tamsin Reed is unanimously elected chair of the WFNR SIG Clinical Application of Advanced Technologies by the SIG members present at the meeting.

There shall be 5 members of the steering Group. The following members volunteered for the positions so far:
	-Amber Denver
	-Daniel Zutter
	-Huub Von Hedel

Further volunteers are kindly requested to contact Tamsin directly (tamsin.reed@hcahealthcare.co.uk).
Regular meetings are crucial and a secretarial office would be very helpful. INRS/RehabWeek could be, apart from the WCNR, a regular meeting event for this SIG.

Next meeting 
The next meeting shall take place in Philadelphia during the WCNR in May 2016. Tamsin will be in contact with individuals regarding the planning. Also, volunteers are very welcome and requested to contact Tamsin directly.
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